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BUILDER

n immaculate Hower bed bursting with lipstick
pink peonies, exotic lilies, and elegant climbing
roses is a beautiful thing to behold. Bur after
spending decades feeling as though they had to conguer
nature by beating back weeds. banishing insects and
animals, and toiling to maintain verdant swaths of green,
many designers are now more focused on working hand in
hand with nature o help landscapes tell their own stories.
“The garden has gone from just a place of pleasure to
becoming the essential place of our well-being.” savs
Thomas Woltz, the owner of Nelson Byrd Wolte Landscape
Architects. noting that the pandemic caused many people to
realize just how vital it is o maintain a connection with the
arming effects of

outdoors. At the same time, he savs, the :
climate change—droughts, foods, wildfires, and fuctua
tions in wildlife populations
our relationship with our surroundings and recognize the
built-in gening of Mother Mature's master plan.
“Previously the conversation was always focused on
isgues of color, texture. and form,” Woltz savs. as many of us

are forcing us to recalibrace

sought to recreate elements of great gardens spied in
Europe and Asia. While aesthetics are as important as ever,
there is a new appreciation for gardens that are also

beneficial to the environment and reflective of their unigue
place in the world.

"Eighty-five percent of our residential gardens are
exotic plants, which is wild to think abour, and much of the
United States is covered by lawn.” save the landscape
designer Lilv Kwong, “People are looking at these vards that
consume a ton of resources and asking, "Can 1 turn this into
a native meadow? Can 1 rurn this into a pollinator gardens™”

For many, the answer is an emphatic ves. It used to be
a hard sell to get people to do a natural-plant garden, but it's
not now,” savs landscape architect Janice Parker. “People
want sustainability and don't want to use fertilizers. insecti
cides, and chemicals. Thev also understand thar native
plants will please our native wildlife and pollinators like
bees, butterflies, and birds”

As Anooshey Rahim. the principal of landscape archi
tecture firm Dune Hai, puts it “No two gardens should look
the same if theyv're in different climates” Rahim's focus on
sustainability extends to hardscaping too. In a recent garden
in Northern California, for instance, she used offcuts of nat
ural stone left over from other people’s projects to build ser
pentine walls that define planting beds stuffed with helenium
and ornamental grasses. "It doesn't need to be expensive
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be beautitul, and vou don't have to ship in stone from [aly,”
she savs, "You can use simple materials in exciting ways.”

Of course, it's important to remember that humans are
garden creatures just as much as inseces and animals are.
The pandemic kicked off demand for functional spaces thar
allew people to get ourside, Parker savs, and thar new found
passion for outdoor living i= not abating. People want food
production, including everything from herb and vegetable
rardens to chicken coops: spaces for open-air exercise; and
firepits and dining areas that allow family and friends o
congregate even when the weather isn't perfect.

With the renewed interest in celebrating both people
and pl:!L'l.'. =0T dL‘.‘iil.'l'lL"['.\Z are also Lsing F:Il'ljl."h.\- tor COMMIU-
nicate elements of history and colture. Woltz, for instance,
recently completed Machicomoco, a state park in Virginia
dedicared to the history of the Virginia Algonguian. Kwong
dug into her ancestry and based her design of this year's
orchid show at the New York Botanical Garden on
traditional Chinese landscape painting.

“We all have ancestral connections to the land,” Kwong
savs. “And rediscovering those connections is so important
as we move forward in this incredibly precarious fime” w

GARDEN VARIETIES

Our must-haves for a truly great outdoors.
gy HELEMA MADDEN

1. MODERM URMN
BY MAMSCAPERS
Add some pizzazzta
your flora and seedlings
with an azure plonter.

o 2 31" dio. = 377 R 51,950
Iwlawrafoctong cam

2. ROSEWOOD
CEDAR ARBOR
Atimeless trellis like
this ane olwoys creates
a grond enbrance.
A7 w. x 34" d = BF"h ;
5280, barmadepat.com

3. BLOOMING
BLOSSOM KIT
Heses can be stylish
taa, like this pale
pink apticn with
bross accents.
5279 gardarglors cam

4. DIOR
GARDEMING
SET

Diar’s stainless steel
and leather tool kit
mokes even pulling
weeds laak chic
920D, Afaalect
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